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Here we have the second of Matthews three parables
concerned with the judgement of Israel - the evil
vinedressers. 

The parable is an allegory of God's dealings with his people.
The landowner is God. The vineyard is Israel. The wicked
tenants are the people of Israel, but more especially the
religious leaders who have been given charge of the vineyard
by God. The servants are the prophets sent by God and so
often rejected and killed. The son and heir is Jesus himself
whom they killed. 

Jesus tells them that the vineyard will be taken from the
original tenants (the Jews) and let out to other tenants (the
Gentiles). He is making clear that Jesus is the stone rejected
by the builders (the Jewish leaders), who, through the power
of God (manifested in the resurrection), has become the
cornerstone of a new building (the new people of God that
includes the Gentiles.)

Flor McCarthy SDB

I took the opportunity to watch some of Pope Leo's
visit to France over last weekend.  He seemed to be
very much a Pope at his ease with people,
conducting large liturgies and connecting with the
real needs of people. 

His formal meetings were kept to a minimum so that
he could meet many of the ordinary pilgrims.

The Mass in Paris, turned a part of the capital known
to many of us who have visited, into a human church.

As the sun shone it seemed to radiant the light of
Christ. His evening meeting with young people in the
Stade de France was truly inspiration and a witness
to the over 21,000 who were received in to the
Catholic church in France at Easter.

 Walking with pilgrims in the Marian shrine of
Lourdes was a testimony to his determination
to meet people where they are. 

His large Sunday congregation of 150,000
pilgrims saw him celebrate their baptism in
blessing them with water from the grotto and
inviting them to pray for peace and
recompilation.

While not able to be personally there I felt
that the opportunity to watch it on the
television was a faith-filled experience.
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This Week in our Parishes …
27th Sunday of the Year — Year A 
Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today
10.30 St. Columba’s: Sister Karin’s Sacramental Preparation groups for First Confession,
First Holy Communion and Confirmation
Teas and coffees after the morning Masses in both Parishes

No Monday Mass at St. Peter’s
7.30pm, RCIA meeting, St. Peter’s Parish room 

Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s 
8pm, St. Columba's Fabric and Maintenance Committee, Parish room

Mass at St. Peter’s changes back to 09.30 until the Spring 

Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Peter’s
   
28th Sunday of the Year — Year A 
09.30 Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop Leo Cushley and he will attend teas and
coffees afterwards
Teas and coffees after the morning Masses in both Parishes 

Sacramental preparation classes started last week.
Classes are on Sunday mornings 10.30-11.30am, St.
Columba’s Church and Halls every 2-3 weeks. 1
Confession/Reconciliation (P3-P4), 1  Holy Communion
(P4-P5), Confirmation (P7-S2). For information and
registration please contact Sister Karin:
sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk.
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Donations for Foodbank: TODAY is first Sunday of
month, please leave donations in basket at back of St.
Columba’s and cash can be given in the sacristy.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). Weekly
meetings continue Monday’s, 7.30pm, St. Peter's Parish
room. Helping adults prepare to become members of
the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil 2027. To register
interest in becoming a Catholic, or learning about the
Catholic faith contact Canon Kenneth, Fr. Daniel or
Derek Buglass derek.buglass13@gmail.com 

Homelessness Sunday 4 October. The number of
children in temporary accommodation in Scotland has
risen to 10,750. There is a housing Crisis. We can help.
`Fresh start’ is a Christian charity set up in 1999 by
some Edinburgh churches to try to eradicate
homelessness. St. Peter’s has been involved for over 20
years. The charity make up `starter packs’ of household
items (cutlery, dishes, pots and pans) from pre-used
and new donations. The need is greater than ever for
starter packs, cleaning materials, toiletries and non-
perishable food. Donations can be put in the large box
at the back of the church. Thank you for your
generosity.

FUNdraiser for EducAid Sierra Leone. Sunday 11
October. One of our Parishioners is a Trustee of a
charity called EducAid Sierra Leone, which runs a
network of schools in Sierra Leone for children who
would otherwise receive no education. The fundraiser
event features live music, an art auction and Sierra
Leone clothing and jewellery for sale. Tickets
available:https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fundraiser-for-
educaid-sierra-leone-tickets-1996441626648   
                                     
                                     Parish news contined overleaf >>>

St. Columba’s Parish community look forward to
welcoming Archbishop Leo Cushley for the 09.30
Mass on Sunday 11 October. It will be our normal
celebration and Parishioners are, as usual, invited to
the hall for tea coffee and croissant.     

The Annual Safeguarding Announcement will be read
at all Masses today.

Fr. Daniel is away until 25 October. There will be no
09.30 Monday Mass at St. Peter’s whilst he is away.

From Wednesday 7 October Mass reverts to 09.30am
at St. Peter’s (back to 6pm in Spring). 

St. Peter’s Parish was grateful to receive another
legacy for £82,738.80  from a Parishioner. If you are
looking at your personal finances please consider
remembering St. Columba’s and St. Peter’s in your
will.

Thank you all who contributed by baking, buying or
generously donating funds or time to the MacMillan
Cancer Charity Coffee Mornings. We raised £374 at
St. Peter’s last week and £241 from the St. Columba’s
event on 13 September, with an additional £122 from
the Pro Life group who added their coffee profits. 

Friday coffee at St. Peter’s after 09.30 Mass has been
a great success. Can’t make Mass but want to join for
coffee? We’d love to see you!

Thank you everyone who prepared for and
showcased our beautiful St. Peter’s Church at Doors
Open day last Sunday. The day was a great success
with 111 visitors. We raised £97.44 for SCIAF from the
sale of refreshments during the event.

Our annual contribution to the Diocese is noted
below.                            

                                               St. Columba’s   St. Peter’s 
General Assessment       £10,084.13         £14,268.10
Aged & Infirm Clergy       £ 7,843.21            £11,097.41
                                               £17,927.34           £25,365.51

 

mailto:sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
mailto:derek.buglass13@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fundraiser-for-educaid-sierra-leone-tickets-1996441626648
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fundraiser-for-educaid-sierra-leone-tickets-1996441626648


Prayer/ reflection

Jesus says to us what he said to his apostles:
‘I am the vine, you are the branches.

United with me, you will bear much fruit.
Separated from me, you can do nothing.’

The fruit that Jesus desires from us
is primarily the fruit of love.

Lord, with your patient urging, help us to produce the fruit of love,
and thus the world know

That we are the living branches of you, the True Vine.

This year we are marking the 800th anniversary of St.
Francis of Assisi’s death.  His feast is 4 October but is a
Sunday so we do not celebrate it this year. What is his
eternal appeal?

Simplicity of life
Outside of Rome Assisi was the first place I visited in
Italy with a month of Italian under my belt. It was struck
by the scenic beauty of it and when the coach loads of
tourists disappeared in the evening it had a serenity and
peace that was palpable. Going out to the hermitage
just outside the town took me into the beauty of
creation where I experienced a similar tranquillity that
Francis experienced.

Third biggest order
It thought there are 650 000 Franciscans worldwide
spread across 110 countries. These are men and women
who have been attracted by the charism of St Francis.

Why is St. Francis of Assisi so appealing?

 In his day he ministered to a leprosy colony. In their
apostolic work today Franciscans work over a whole
range of areas with disadvantaged people and those
who are in need. there is a certain sadness that the
last three Franciscan priests in Scotland have
announced they are leaving the Archdiocese of
Glasgow due to fall in vocations.

A wider appeal
St. Francis of Assisi traded a life of extreme wealth
for radical poverty, humility and a deep and joyful
connection to nature and the marginalised. 

Perhaps this is an opportunity to reconnect with St.
Francis - reading again his life story, writings and the
beautiful prayers that he composed. We sing in our
liturgy several hymns based on his writings.

Parish news continued>>>

Save the date: 'A day in the life, at Stella Maris', Justice
and Peace talk Saturday 17 October, 10am, St.
Columba's Middle Hall. Stella Maris aims `To provide a
‘home away from home’ for all seafarers; ensuring the
spiritual, social and material needs of seafarers are
met’. Peter Mullen, Regional Community Engagement
Officer, Scotland & Northern Ireland, will take us
through a typical day in his work and let us know how
we can help. 

Newman Association Edinburgh Autumn Programme:
Thursday 22 October 7.30-9.30pm, Gibert Markus
explores our understanding of God following
publication of his book `God as Nothing’. Mayfield
Salisbury Church, 18 Mayfield Rd, EH9 1TQ. Suggested
donation £5 to help cover meeting cost.

Edinburgh Day for Life. SPUC Edinburgh West is
holding its first Day for Life, Saturday 31 October,
9.30am–3.30pm, Gillis Centre, 100 Strathearn Road,
Edinburgh. Include talks from Dr Calum MacKellar,
Margaret Akers and Chris McEleny, with a welcome
from Archbishop Cushley. Admission is free, but
advance registration is required through Eventbrite:
https://bit.ly/dayforlife

We will be hosting an All Saints Celebration on
Saturday, 31 October at 1pm in St. Columba’s Parish 

Hall. A potluck gathering with plenty of food,
sweets, and drinks. All ages are welcome. The
afternoon will include children’s activities, music,
and dancing. Everyone is encouraged to dress as
their favourite Saint, or bring a picture of a Saint
if they prefer.

Save the date: St. Columba's famous Curry Night.
Friday 13 November, Main Hall. Adults £22.50,
Children £10, Family £60. Tickets available after
9.30am Masses, at Sunday coffee and before
6.30pm Masses leading up to the event. Watch
this space

Abortion Recovery Care & Helpline (ARCH) helps
women who have experienced abortion. It’s
dedicated to promoting the emotional and
psychological well-being of women, men and
families after an abortion with counselling and
supportive help. The service is confidential,
compassionate, without judgement and free of
charge. If you want to talk to someone who will
listen compassionately call the ARCH Helpline:
0345 603 8501 7pm-10pm daily and 9am-5pm
Mon-Fri

https://bit.ly/dayforlife


Date Church Time Feast Mass intention

Saturday 3 October
Vigil

St. Peter’s
St. Peter’s

12 noon
5.30pm

26th week of the Year
27th Sunday of the year

Bernadette Boyle RIP

Sunday 4 October St Columba’s
St Peter’s
St Columba’s

9.30am
11.30am
6.30pm

27th Sunday of the year People of the Parishes 
John Wastle RIP

Monday 5 October St. Peter’s 9.30am No service

Tuesday 6 October St Columba’s 9.30am 27th week of the Year
 

Holy Souls

Weds 7 October
 

St Peter’s
 

9.30am Our Lady of the Rosary
 

Thursday 8 October St Columba’s 9.30am 27th week of the Year Holy Souls

Friday 9 October St Peter’s 9.30am 27th week of the Year Intentions of Louise & John
Smith

Saturday 10 October
Vigil

St. Peter’s
St. Peter’s

12 noon
5.30pm

27th week of the Year
28th Sunday of the year

John Wastle RIP and family

Sunday 11 October St Columba’s
St Peter’s
St Columba’s

9.30am
11.30am
6.30pm

28th Sunday of the year People of the Parishes
Jim Gray RIP

Pray As You Grow is a space for children and young
people to journey through scripture and use their
imaginations in prayer. Short, engaging, easy to follow,
with versions tailored to three age groups. 

We’re working on more children’s resources now, so if you
or your kids have any feedback then we’d love to hear it.
Contact us at feedback@pray-as-you-go.org.

Southside Faith Care new groups started September. 
`Digital’ sessions (Thursdays, starting 17 September)
and
‘Keeping yourself safe’ - digitally; fire safety at home,
scams and more (Wednesdays various dates). 

See posters at back of Church or call Roseanne (07587
014 948).

Scan for donations
St. Peters  St Columba’s

Confessions: 
St Peter’s: Saturday 11-11.45am (during
Adoration) and 4.30-5.15pm. 
St Columba’s: Sunday 6-6.15pm
 
Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am 

Sunday 4 October readings: p137

First reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm: 80 (79): 9 12 13-14 15-16 19-20 R Isaiah 5:7a
Response: The vineyard of the Lord is the house of
Israel.
Second reading: Philippines 4: 6-9
Gospel: Matthew 21: 33-43

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday
evening please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy
Notices on the websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of
the Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland—number SC008540

4 - 11 October 2026

Pope Leo on his visit to France asked the
whole Church to pray the rosary during the
month of October.
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