
{ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎΣ CŀƭŎƻƴ !ǾŜƴǳŜ  

άA little bit of rural Italy in the 
heart of literary Morningsideέ   



In 1905, two old friends, former Poets in the 
circle of Oscar Wilde and Aubrey Beardsley, 

meet up and travel to Rome together  

John Gray, now a Catholic 
Priest working among the 

poor in Edinburgh  

André Raffalovitch, now  
a Catholic convert and 
rich patron of the Arts  



They obtain permission for 
Raffalovitch to build a church in 

Morningside, with Gray as its Priest 



The Architect appointed was  

Robert Lorimer, pioneer of the 
Arts & Crafts movement  



The brief was to emulate a primitive 
Romanesque church in rural Italy 



The site was still leafy, but tenements 
were already being built 



The Church was planned in two phases 



The first phase took just 2 years to build: the second 
took a further 21 years, and by then the Hailes quarry 
had been closed, and a different stone had to be used  



The first phase took just 2 years to build: the second 
took a further 21 years, and by then the Hailes quarry 
had been closed, and a different stone had to be used  



Prudham Freestone 
quarried in Hexham 

was used for all facings 
and carvings 



Crucifixion 
with  

Our Lady and St John   
on the outside wall  

of the Santuary 
by Joseph Hayes (1907) 



Guardian Angel 
ƻƴ tǊƛŜǎǘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ 

by Joseph Hayes (1910) 



Guardian Angel 
holds a model of  
ǘƘŜ tǊƛŜǎǘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΣ 

with a tiny 
Guardian Angel 
holding a model 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛŜǎǘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ 

etc, etc  
 



Above the Angel, there 
is a stained-glass  

window, which can  
only be seen from  

ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ tǊƛŜǎǘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ    
 



ά¢ƘŜ wŜŜŘ-Warblerέ  
by Louis Davis (1907) 
In the Guest-room. 

.  
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ά¢ƘŜ wŜŜŘ-Warblerέ  
by Louis Davis (1907) 
In the Guest-room. 
Saint Christopher is  

woken by a reed-warbler  
To meet the Christ-child 

Arise, and come:  
the Lord is calling you:  

the great King  
has become a little boy.  



DŀǘŜǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƪŜȅǎ 



Courtyard and  
Campanile  



St Joseph and Child  
by Louis Reid Deuchars 
ƛƴ WƻǎŜǇƘ IŀȅŜǎΩ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ 

(1912) 



Annunciation by Louis Reid Deuchars (1912) 



One of the Gargoyles 



Lamb of God by Joseph Hayes (1907) 



Four Beasts of the Evangelists 
on West Wall 



Polychrome Ceiling  
Bosses in Former 

Baptistery  
(1927) 

(now the toilets) 



ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ 
by Morris Meredith Williams 

in the former Baptistery 
Commisioned by the 
Dowager Lady Bute  

Designed 1906, Installed 1928 



ά!ǾŜ aŀǊƛŀέ ŀƴŘ 
ά{ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘέ 

by William Wilson  
In former Baptistery  

(1961) 



View down the Nave 



Smoked Oregon Pine 
Ceiling with crossbeams 

and wagon roof   



Tieplates in the spandrels of the piers 
down the Nave: Symbols of 

Christ, Our Lady, St Peter and St Andrew  



ά{ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CƭƛƎƘǘ 
ƛƴǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘέ  

after Guido Reni  
Acquired from  
The Hermitage,  

St Petersburg 1909  



ά!ǊƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘ  
and his Mother, 
ŀƴŘ ŦƭŜŜ ƛƴǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘέ 



ά/ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊέ  
By Sir Frank Brangwyn  

and his studio  



Simon Peter spoke up and said  
'You are the Christ, 

ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΦΩ 
ΧWŜǎǳǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ  
Ψ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ tŜǘŜǊ  

and on this rock  
L ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ Ƴȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩ 



hŎǳƭŀǊ ²ƛƴŘƻǿΣ άYŜȅǎ ƻŦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊέ 
by Alice and Morris Meredith Williams 



άhǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƴƻǿέ  
after the Icon in 

Santa Maria Maggiore  
bought by Father Gray  

on his trip to Rome 
in 1905 



.ǊƻƴȊŜ ά{ǘ tŜǘŜǊέ  
after the C13th original 

 in Rome. Procured from  
Burns Oates by Public  

Subscription 1905 



Wrought Iron  
Baptistery Gate 
In the Loggia. 

Based on Psalm 42: 
ά!ǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǘ ǇŀƴǘŜǘƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ  

fountains of water;  
so my soul panteth  
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜŜΣ h DƻŘέ 

  



Wrought Iron  
Baptistery Gate 
In the Loggia. 

by Thomas Hadden 1928 
(note his signature  
άōŀƴŀƴŀ ōƛǊŘǎέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

top of the gate!) 



¢ƘƻƳŀǎ IŀŘŘŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 



St Duthac, St Catherine of Sciennes 
and St Columba. In the Loggia, 

by Nina Millar Davidson 



Communion step:   
a cippolino marble sea inlaid with fish 
of Egyptian green and Sienna marbles  



Wrought Iron 3 Lamp 
Pendant and Fish Roundel 
by Thomas Hadden (1928) 
from former Baptistery   


